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Singapore IMP Pairs 2023
Sat, 2 Sep, SCBA (1000)

Singapore National Bridge 
League Open House #7
Sat, 9 Sep, SCBA (1430)

Selangor Congress  2023 @ 
Royal Lake Club 
Sat/Sun, 9-10 Sep, 
Selangor, Malaysia

Matchpoint Teams 2023
Sat, 16 Sep, SCBA (1000)

Asian Games 2023
23 Sep – 8 Oct, Hangzhou

Singapore National Bridge 
League Open House #8
Sat, 23 Sep, SCBA (1430)

Singapore National Bridge 
League Open House #9
Sat, 14 Oct, SCBA (1430)

SCBA AGM (Election Year)
Sun, 15 Oct, SCBA (1400)

Mixed Teams 2023
Sat,/Sun, 21-22 Oct, SCBA 
(1000)

Double 8 Pairs 2023
Sat 28 Oct, SCBA (1430)

Upcoming Events



2 Editor’s Note
Good day everyone!

Warmest greetings and welcome to our Sep 2023 issue of our SCBA Newsletter.

First and foremost, with the fast approaching of the coming  19th Asian Games 
2023, to be held in Hangzhou, China from 23rd Sep 2023 to 8th Oct 2023, 
we send best wishes to every Singapore Athletes for this great events.
Let us raise our country’s flag high with greatest of hearts on this glorious
day of participations with the highest sports spirits of all times. Together we
can reach new heights and make our country proud. Let us work harder 
together to take Team Singapore to new great heights. Best wishes ! Cheers !

With this Sep 2023 issue, we wish to announce that with regrettably due to unforeseen circumstances, our 
AGM Meeting will be pushed backward to 15th October 2023, Sunday from 2pm to 5pm, instead. Full details 
will be made available in due course. We sincerely apologize for any inconvenience caused. Thousand 
apologies. 

Same time, please also be informed that our annual prestigious event – Double ‘8’ Pairs 2023 competition is  
fast approaching as well, as it’s being rescheduled to  28th Oct 2023, Saturday, from 1430 to 1830 hrs with 
FREE buffet being provided hence would appreciate to receive your warmest supports once again.

Last but not least, we do appreciate your continuous supports and are happy to have you as a reader of our 
wonderful newsletter. Do enjoy ! Cheers !

With warmest thanks / Gerald Cheo
geraldcheo@scba.org.sg



3 Committee’s Message

Dear Bridge friends and members of SCBA,

As we bid farewell to August and welcome September, we reflect on the culmination of the World 
Bridge Championships in Marrakech, Morocco. This event marked a significant milestone for 
Singapore as we proudly qualified in two categories: Open and Mixed.

In the Mixed category, our team finished 17th out of 24, showcasing the talents of Kho Jie Min, 
Toh Zhen Huai, Lam Zeying, Steve Robinson, Selene Tan, and Paul Tan. In the Open category, we 
secured the 20th spot out of 24 teams, led by Teo Xue Heng, Timothy Wu, Lam Cheng Yen, Fong 
Kien Hoong, Ong Jin Xiang, and Xu Jiening.

We'd like to extend a warm welcome to our new additions, Steve, Selene, Paul, Jin Xiang, and 
Jiening, who joined the respective teams, contributing their skills and dedication. We appreciate 
their efforts, as well as the contributions of those who made way for them.

Overall, it was a commendable performance by Team Singapore, serving as valuable preparation 
for the upcoming Asian Games. Additionally, our thoughts and prayers go out to Marrakech, 
which experienced an earthquake on September 8th. Fortunately, none of our players were 
affected, and we hope for the successful execution of rescue missions to save lives.
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Looking ahead, the Asian Games are just around the corner, with the entire contingent set to 
depart on September 25th via Scoot. We aim to build upon our performance from the 2018 Asian 
Games and make Singapore proud once again.

Furthermore, the SCBA will host its Annual General Meeting (AGM) on October 15th. We 
apologize for the delay, which was due to audit issues now resolved. Join us to learn more about 
the division between SCBA the clubhouse and SCBA the National Sports Association (NSA). It's 
also an election year, so stay tuned for updates on the candidates running for office.

Lastly, mark your calendars for the SEABF Championships, scheduled to take place in Singapore at 
the York Hotel from December 11th to 15th. Join us as we compete against the best in the region 
and test your skills on home turf!

Thank you for your continued support and participation in the bridge community.

Kelvin Ong, President, SCBA
president@scba.org.sg



5 World Youth Championships Reflections
We have two members of the U21 team, Russell (RS) and Yi 
Zhen (PYZ) to share their experiences at this year’s World 
Youth Team Championships.

Can you briefly introduce yourself and how did you start 
playing bridge?
PYZ: Hello, I'm Yi Zhen, a Contract Bridge enthusiast and 
currently an undergraduate at NUS. My journey into the 
world of Contract Bridge began over a year ago during my 
time in a residential college (RC). Prior to this, I had 
previously dabbled in floating bridge, but Contract Bridge 
was completely different, in fact more fun! Initially, I 
approached the game casually, lacking fundamental 
knowledge such as basic responses to a 2NT opening or 
understanding the intricacies of different bidding auctions 
with and without interference.

I am extremely grateful to my seniors who mentored me, 
providing valuable insights and playing with me into the 
wee hours - Akshay, Ling Long, Zachary, Zijun, just to name 
a few. Additionally, I was fortunate to have a dedicated 
partner in my RC, Albert, who also taught me various 
Bridge Conventions like Gambling 3NT. I went on to 
participate in my first-ever Inter-Faculty Games (IFG) 
competition, where my team managed to secure a 
commendable 3rd place. This marked a significant 
milestone in my Contract Bridge journey.

RS: Hi there! I’m Russell, turning 21 this year, and am 
currently a Year 1 student studying Mathematical Sciences 
at NTU. I was first taught floating bridge by my peers during 
Sec 3, but only picked up actual contract bridge two years 
later, upon joining the Contract Bridge Section in the 
Strategic Games Club CCA at VJC.

Yi Zhen, having played for the U26 Mixed Team during the 
APBF Youth Championships, how was the transition over to 
the U21 team with a new partner?
PYZ: Transitioning was indeed challenging. In the APBF 
Youth Championships, my previous partner and I had 
already formed a solid bond through our participation in 
IFG. However, as I moved to the U21 category, I found 
myself partnered with Li Wei and Youyi, both of whom I had 
only started practicing with few weeks prior to the World 
Youth Championships.

This change presented several noteworthy challenges. 
Firstly, I had to quickly adapt to their bidding styles and 
preferences as we lacked the familiarity my previous 
partner and I had shared. Secondly, it's worth noting that Li 
Wei had only been playing Contract Bridge for just three 
months, which added an extra layer of complexity to our 
partnership. Despite little prior experience, Li Wei was quick 
to learn and allowed the transition to be much smoother 
than expected.



6 World Youth Championships Reflections
The team had only a short period to prepare for the 
World Youth Championships. What do you think went 
right for the preparation period and what would you have 
wanted to do if there was a longer preparation period?
PYZ: In our short preparation period for the World Youth 
Championships, several factors contributed to our 
readiness. Our team is extremely grateful to Shen Ting and 
Kelvin for organising our training sessions and providing us 
with relevant materials. Their guidance was invaluable in 
helping us maximise the limited time we had. The training 
sessions were highly focused and effective - targeting 
common mistakes, ranging from basic minor and major 
suit raises to competitive bidding strategies. Not to forget, 
the SCBA members who supported us at training sessions 
by providing their valuable insights and practicing boards 
with us. 

With an extended preparation period, I believe our team 
could have benefited from practicing more boards and 
covering a broader range of bidding scenarios. Besides 
bidding, declaring was another area that we could have 
worked on. 

RS: I wouldn’t say we did much preparation at all to be 
honest, aside from mostly homework on bidding exercises, 
bidding on cuebids, and a friendly team match against the 
Hong Kong team. Most of my team were still studying, so 
understandably we couldn’t set aside much time to practice 
together. I really did enjoy the training sessions on Sunday 
afternoons though. We go through the homework and get 
to play some hands if time allows. With other more 
experienced players turning up for these sessions, I enjoyed 
hearing the different perspectives and learned a lot during 
these sessions.

If there was a longer preparation period, I would love to 
have more of these Sunday afternoon sessions and perhaps 
more frequently. At the bare minimum, at least more BBO 
sessions if we are too busy for face-to-face sessions. 
Obviously, our card play is nowhere near advanced, but I 
think my team would agree that our bidding proved to be a 
greater problem, and that going through more hands would 
probably help us a lot 🙂🙂
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Could you describe a particularly memorable moment 
from the tournament and what made it special?
PYZ: One particularly memorable moment from the 
tournament was the post-game analysis and discussions 
that took place among our team. After each round, you 
could find all of us gathered around a dining table, eagerly 
checking the results and reviewing the hands we had 
played. 

Despite facing some challenges and not achieving the 
results we had hoped for, our team remained optimistic. 
We had a sense of camaraderie and a shared commitment 
to improving. While you may commonly hear us playfully 
tease one another for mistakes, it was equally common to 
hear someone say, "I claim responsibility for these IMPs." 

These moments of reflection and accountability not only 
strengthened our bond as a team but also showed our 
dedication to continuous learning and improvement. It 
was a reminder that even in the face of setbacks, the spirit 
of bridge and the pursuit of excellence prevailed among 
us.

RS: Obviously, our results didn’t go the way we wanted, 
and there are probably more boards that were memorable 
for the wrong reasons that we probably want to forget and 
move on from.

I also tend to forget the boards after playing them, unlike 
some teammates. Hence, my most memorable moment 
from the tournament was actually when I met up with my 
online Discord friends. I have been quite active in the online 
bridge Discord community ever since my JC years and am 
friends with some of the players who played in the 
tournament. To be able to meet everyone face-to-face at 
once, considering the diversity of nations we represent (e.g. 
Croatia, USA, NZ, Netherlands, etc.) was something I was 
very grateful for and felt was particularly memorable. My JC 
life would have been harder if not for the community, so it 
was more so special to meet them IRL.
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What were some of the challenges you felt the team 
faced during the tournament, and how did you try to deal 
with them?
PYZ: Approximately one week prior to the tournament, 
our team faced significant challenges due to changes in 
partnerships. (Note: The 6th member of the team pulled out 
due to personal reasons.) Until then, I had only partnered 
with Li Wei during our training sessions. Fortunately, 
Youyi's profound understanding of various bridge 
conventions enabled him to adapt to different 
partnerships, partnering all four of us and code switching 
across different convention cards. This flexibility and 
adaptability proved to be invaluable, especially given the 
limited time we had to prepare for the tournament.

RS: The obvious challenge was combatting the streaks of 
losses that we had to endure and trying to focus on our 
own play. Safe to say, our partnerships in the team faced 
multiple miscommunication issues at the table throughout 
the tournament, with the context being that all of us were 
rather new partnerships and coupled with our busy 
schedule outside of bridge, there wasn’t much time for us 
to practice either. 

I think I was the more realistic (and arguably pessimistic) 
person on the team, so the results didn’t affect me as 
greatly as it may have for others, but we sure wanted to 
win, and of course, being on a long losing streak doesn’t 
bode well for the team. I would give credit to Shen Ting, our 
NPC, for dealing with the streak of losses. Our team had a 
post-mortem after the first day of play, and we identified 
ourselves making the same mistakes as we had been doing 
back during training at Singapore, and this was the trend 
throughout the tournament. 

From Day 2 onwards, Shen Ting brought us down to the 
recreational lounge for us to bond as a team and de-stress 
after a day of bridge. We would throw darts, play pool, as 
well as table soccer. Shen Ting would also teach us 
breathing techniques and even take us on a walk around the 
hotel before breakfast. 

It really helped us to just relax and not be caught up over 
the mistakes we have made at the bridge table (though my 
teammates still remained as caught up as ever in discussing 
boards, to the extent even after we were knocked out from 
the round-robin stage XD).
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How has your experience in the World Youth Team 
Championships impacted your growth as a bridge player?
PYZ: Playing Contract Bridge on an international stage has 
left an indelible mark on me in many ways. From a skills 
perspective, this experience was humbling and educational 
as I met exceptionally skilled players from all around the 
world. I became more disciplined in my bidding and learnt 
more defence strategies.

On a personal level, this experience pushed me beyond my 
comfort zone and provided me with a sense of 
accomplishment and pride in representing my team and 
country on an international platform. Additionally, the 
cultural exchange with players from different countries 
opened my mind to diverse perspectives and fostered 
global awareness.

RS: Coming into WYTC, I was doing an internship after 
completing my NS earlier this year. Truth be told, I have 
been very inactive in bridge over the last two years of NS. I 
played on BBO very occasionally and had played in 5 or 
fewer face-to-face bridge sessions over the two years. 
Without a stable partnership and NS consuming my time, 
my growth as a bridge player stunted, until I took the time 
to focus on prepping more seriously for this WYTC. 

Prior to NS, I played next to no face-to-face bridge sessions 
as well, without a stable partnership and limited contacts. 
Hence, my foundation was built upon grinding more robot 
bridge on BBO, and we all know how limited that is; playing 
against the same GIB 2/1 system all the time, and the GIB 
2/1 system is not even that well-thought-out/designed 
either. Playing in WYTC, and especially preparing for it, 
definitely helped me a lot (as I share in the next question), 
but above all, it reignited my passion for bridge; to play it 
more frequently, putting more time and effort into studying 
and playing the game. I think this passion impacts the 
growth of all bridge players, or at least myself, the most. I 
really enjoyed the thrill and adrenaline I experienced at the 
WYTC, and the adrenaline is definitely something that I look 
forward to and motivates me to play bridge more often 
after the WYTC experience.

U21 Team (L-R): Ang Shen Ting (NPC), Oh Li Wei, Pong Yi Zhen, Tioh Jing Kai, 
Russell Siew, Goh You Yi, Xu Jie Ning (Coach) 
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Are there any lessons or skills you've developed through 
this competition that you believe will benefit you in the 
future?
PYZ: Decision-making is a key skill that I have acquired 
through this competition. Contract Bridge, with its diverse 
bidding options resembles the choices and decisions we 
encounter in life. Some decisions are straightforward and 
clear, mirroring choices that align with our goals and 
values. However, just as in life, there are numerous 
instances where we face complex crossroads with no easy 
answers. These moments require careful consideration, 
weighing the pros and cons of different pathways, much 
like evaluating the potential outcomes of different 
contracts in Contract Bridge.

RS: My bidding knowledge definitely increased from just 
GIB 2/1 to plenty of different sequences and defenses 
against conventional bids. Also, it was my first time playing 
with screens, and coupled with the limited time I had 
playing face-to-face bridge previously, this WYTC definitely 
helped me to be more comfortable at the table and to be 
more familiar with how procedures work in general, such 
as alerting.

On a similar topic, 3 of my teammates were part of the U26 
Mixed Team that played in the Asia Pacific Youth Bridge 
Championships 2023 at Ningbo earlier this year, whereas it 
was my first multi-day Bridge tournament. Being as rusty as I 
was, from bridge in general, I still recall at the start of Day 4 
or Day 5, I was dreading playing bridge before the first 
session of that day even started (I did feel better after 
finishing the first session).

I ended up playing 17/19 rounds, most amongst our 5-
handed team if I recall correctly, and this tournament 
definitely was a good experience for me to learn how 
demanding playing bridge non-stop can be, and hence I am 
more mentally prepared on what to expect for future 
events.

Aside from these skills, I learned that sometimes I 
particularly tended to give my opponents too much credit 
when playing against them, especially against players that I 
know or have heard of before. While this is reflective of my 
nature towards being realistic, I am sure it affected my play 
in some sessions, and therefore I identify it as something for 
me to work on; to just focus on my game and to do the best 
I can, regardless how inferior I feel about myself against the 
opponents.



11 World Youth Championships Reflections
How do you plan to build on the experience at the World 
Youth Team Championships and what goals do you have 
as a player?
PYZ: Building on my experience at the World Youth Team 
Championships, my primary goal as a Contract Bridge 
player is continuous improvement. I hope to improve on 
both my declaring and bidding abilities, and also deepen 
my understanding of various bridge conventions.  

Looking ahead, I aspire to continue representing Singapore 
on the international stage in Contract Bridge competitions, 
eventually bringing back a medal for Singapore. This would 
not only be a personal achievement but also a source of 
pride for my country and the bridge community here.

RS: I’m definitely looking forward to playing more bridge 
actively and I definitely also hope to have a stable 
partnership with someone sooner than later. Definitely will 
be looking more into resources like books to improve 
myself to aid along the playing, and we’ll see how far it 
goes! Now that I’m gonna jump into the next age category, 
the skill level is higher, so hopefully I’ll continue my growth 
after the WYTC experience and it will be an honour if I ever 
get to represent Singapore again in future as well!

What does it mean to you to represent Singapore on the 
international stage in bridge?
PYZ: Representing Singapore on the international stage in 
bridge holds deep significance for me on multiple levels. 
Firstly, it's a matter of immense national pride and honour. 
It's an opportunity to showcase not only my skills but also 
the excellence of Singapore's bridge community to the 
world. Secondly, it means recognition as both an athlete and 
a dedicated contract bridge player. It's a chance to 
demonstrate that bridge is not just a game but a highly 
competitive sport that demands skill, strategy, and mental 
acumen. Lastly, it is a personal milestone, a reaffirmation of 
my abilities and dedication to the game I love. 

RS: How often does a commoner get to represent their 
country for anything really?! It is definitely a privilege and 
opportunity that I’m grateful for, especially since the only 
reason why I got into the U21 team to represent Singapore 
was because the team had vacancies, and due to the 
pandemic, WBF allowed two over-age players per team. I 
certainly don’t think my skills are good enough to represent 
the country, so to have this opportunity to represent 
Singapore is something I find honorable and proud to be 
able to experience.
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Lastly, what advice would you give to younger players 
who are starting out in their bridge journey?
PYZ: My advice to younger players starting out on their 
bridge journey would be to focus on mastering the 
fundamentals of the game from declaring to bidding. 
These foundational skills provide a solid base when you 
play it competitively. 

Additionally, I would encourage them to seek 
opportunities for learning and practice. Bridge is a game of 
continuous improvement, and the more you play and 
learn, the better you become. Don't hesitate to ask 
questions and seek guidance from the bridge community. 

Lastly, patience and perseverance are key. Bridge can be a 
challenging game, and there will be times when you face 
setbacks and difficult hands. Stay determined, keep 
practicing, and remember that every hand is a learning 
experience. Enjoy the journey of becoming a better bridge 
player, and you'll find it to be a rewarding and 
intellectually stimulating pursuit.

RS: Surely, I belong under the “younger players” 
considering I turned 20 last year 🙂🙂 But to those who are 
starting out in their bridge journey, I guess the simple 
advice is to not feel discouraged easily and just play more. 

One will surely see improvements by practicing more hands 
and going through more scenarios in both bidding and card 
play. Remember that everyone’s still learning regardless of 
skill level, and who knows one day you might catch up to the 
very best of players in the world!

Also, never be afraid to ask, and be receptive to feedback. It 
definitely helps to have more experienced players guiding 
you in the early stages where everything may look foreign, 
so don’t be shy to look for help, and be open to what people 
have to say.
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1. National Bridge League Round #7 to #9
The National Bridge League Round #7 to Round
#9 games will be held as follow on 9th Sep 2023,
23 Sep 2023 and 14 Oct 2023 respectively at
SCBA on Sat from 1430 hrs.
2. World Bridge Teams Championships 2023
The annual World Bridge Teams Championships
2023 will be held from 28th Aug to 3rd Sep 2023
in Marrakech, Morocco.
Please do join us in wishing all our National elite
athletes all the best and good luck in their
participation.
3. Singapore IMP Pairs Championships 2023
The annual Singapore IMP Pairs Championships
2023 will be held on 2nd Sep 2023, Sat at SCBA
from 1000hrs.
4. Selangor Congress 2023 @ Royal Lake Club
The Selangor Congress 2023 @ Royal Lake Club 
will be held on 9th & 10th Sep 2023, Sat/Sun, in 
Selangor, Malaysia.

5. Singapore Matchpoint Teams 2023
The Singapore Matchpoint Teams Championships 
2023 will be held on 16th Sep 2023, Sat at SCBA from 
1000 hrs. 
6. 19th Asian Games 2023 Hangzhou China
The 19th Asian games 2023 will be held from 23rd Sep
to 8th Oct 2023 in Hangzhou, China.
Please do join us in wishing all our National elite
athletes all the best and good luck in their
participation.
7. SCBA AGM (Election Year)
The annual SCBA AGM (Election Year) 2023 will be
held online on 15th Oct 2023, Sun. Full details will be
made available in due course.
8. Singapore Mixed Teams 2023
The Singapore Mixed Teams Championships 2023 will 
be held from 21st – 22nd Oct 2023, Sat/Sun at SCBA 
from 1000 hrs. 
Please do join us for utmost GREAT fun in Bridging the
WORLD !
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9. Double “8” Pairs Championships 2023
The annual Double “8” Pairs Championships
2023 will be held on 28th Oct 2023, Sat at SCBA
from 1430hrs. Buffet will be provided.

10. HS Ho Preliminary Round 2023/2024
The annual HS Ho Preliminary Round 2023/2024
games will be held from 4th – 5th Nov 2023 at
SCBA on Sat from 1000 hrs.

11. Deepavali Special Holiday Game
The Deepavali Special Holiday Game will be held 
on 13th Nov 2023, Mon at SCBA from 0930 hrs.

12. National Handicap Teams Championships
2023
The annual National Handicap Teams
Championships 2023 will be held from 18th Nov
to 19th Nov 2023 Sat/Sun at SCBA from 1000hrs.

13. National Youth Teams Championships 2023
The annual National Youth Teams Championships
2023 will be incorporate together with the South East
Asia Bridge Championships 2023 to be held at York
Hotel Singapore from 11th Dec 2023 to 15th Dec 2023.

14. South East Asia Bridge Championships 2023
This year SCBA will be the host for the prestigious
South East Asia Bridge Championships 2023 events
where it will be held from 11th Dec 2023 to 15th Dec
2023 Mon-Fri at York Hotel Singapore.

15. Christmas Pairs Championships 2023
The annual Christmas Pairs Championships 2023 will 
be held on 18th Dec 2023, Mon at SCBA from 1930 
hrs. Buffet will be provided. Lots of prizes will be won.
16. Christmas Day Special Holiday Game
The Christmas Day Special Holiday Game will be held 
on 25th Dec 2023, Mon at SCBA from 0930 hrs.
 Please do join us for utmost GREAT fun in Bridging
the WORLD !
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17. Beginner / Intermediate Course
If you have a friend who wants to learn and
enjoy on how to play Bridge, do drop an e-mail
to our following colleague address:
kelvin@scba.org.sg

18. Bridge Column
All readers are strongly encouraged to continue
posing any questions through the editor account
with any burning questions they may have.
In additionally, other columnists are also
welcome to provide valuable input to the
column. Please do send all relevant information
to editor@scba.org.sg.

19. Sale of Logistics
With our past of hosting multiple Local and
International BIG events, we do have some lightly-
used logistics remained that we will make available to
all our members at a much discounted price. Please
do approach our club manager for full details of
pricing and arrangement.
Do refer to the appendix for full price list details.

20.  Membership Prices
Similar to the past years arrangement though we had
been absorbing the costs of general inflation as well
as providing you with an improved experience during
and after all games. We will still maintain our
membership prices as before, as for NOW, for the
benefits of all members. Our annual membership
prices are as follow : Ordinary Member at $70,
Student Member at $30 and Corporate Member at
$200 per annual.
Do join us for utmost GREAT fun in Bridging the
WORLD !

mailto:kelvin@scba.org.sg
mailto:editor@scba.org.sg
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Donations to SCBA
Enjoy a 250% deduction on taxable income by donating to SCBA. 

Qualification for tax deduction is valid until further notice.
Types of Tax Deductible Donations Available

1. Unrestricted donation to one of our three funds: General Fund, Bridge Development Fund, National Bridge 
League Fund

2. Restricted donation to set up a new fund for purposes dictated by the donor (SCBA will inform and seek the 
donor’s opinion if the fund cannot be used)

3. Donations to name SCBA’s events or programmes;
4. Donations where SCBA or its approved beneficiary acknowledges the donation by including the donor's name 

or logo in the SCBA's collaterals (e.g. banners, publications, advertisements). Examples would be Pesta 
Sukan Bridge Championships and future iterations of SEABCC and APBF if they are held in Singapore.

Claiming Tax Deductible Donations

Tax deduction is given for donations made in the preceding year. For example, if an individual makes a donation in 
2023, tax deduction will be allowed in his tax assessment for the Year of Assessment (YA) 2024. The tax 
deductions for qualifying donations will be automatically reflected in the donor’s tax assessments based on the 
information from the IPC (such as the donor's name, date and amount of donation on the tax deduction receipt).

To donate to SCBA, please approach our club manager for more 
details.
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Bridgemate Scoring
for weekly games is now in full implementation

• Automatic player name entry via player numbers
• No name errors
• Know who you are playing against the next round
• Reduce instances of wrong seatings
• Personal analysis available on Bridgewebs
• Linkage to online Masterpoint system (coming soon)
• Implementation in Teams Events (coming soon)
• Your player number in other clubs should work here too

• If you need a player number, drop a mail to <competition@scba.org.sg>

We are on 
Pianola Webs!

Online portal for all things Bridge

• Latest news and upcoming events
• Newsletter and tournament forms download
• Weekly game results immediately available after the games 

end
• Click on your own pair for personal analysis
• Review your bidding, play and defence online – anytime with 

your smartphone
https://www.scba.org.sg
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46th World Bridge Teams Championships  2023

Held at Beautiful Marrakech, Morocco
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46th World Bridge Teams Championships  2023

Held at Beautiful Marrakech, in Morocco.  Team SINGAPORE in Action.
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Held at Beautiful Marrakech, in Morocco.  Team SINGAPORE in Action.
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Royal Lake Club Bridge Congress 2023

Held at Beautiful Royal Lake Club, Selangor, Malaysia.  Team SINGAPORE – Open Teams Champion.
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Royal Lake Club Bridge Congress 2023

Held at Beautiful Royal Lake Club, Selangor, Malaysia.  Team SINGAPORE – Open Teams 3rd Placing.
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Royal Lake Club Bridge Congress 2023

Held at Beautiful Royal Lake Club, Selangor, Malaysia.  Team SINGAPORE – Open Teams Consolation Winner.
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Royal Lake Club Bridge Congress 2023

Held at Beautiful Royal Lake Club, Selangor, Malaysia.  Team SINGAPORE – Open Pairs 2nd Placing.
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Asian Games 
2023

Asian Games 
2023

Asian Games 
2023

Asian Games 
2023

Asian Games 
2023

31 Sep Events Calendar



SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

Asian Games 
2023

Asian Games 
2023

Asian Games 
2023

Asian Games 
2023

Asian Games 
2023

Asian Games 
2023

Asian Games 
2023

8 9 10 11 12 13 National 
League Round 

#9

AGM Meeting 16 17 18 19 20 Singapore 
Mixed Teams

Singapore 
Mixed Teams 23 24 25 26 27 Double ‘8’ 

Pairs

29 30 31

32 Oct Events Calendar



SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

1 2 3 HS Ho 
Preliminary 
2023/2024

HS Ho 
Preliminary 
2023/2024 6 7 8 9 10 11
12 Deepavali 

Holiday Special 
Game 14 15 16 17 National 

Handicap 
Teams

National 
Handica Teams 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30

33 Nov Events Calendar
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s SCBA Weekly Games

Monday – 9.30am
Thursday – 9.30am
Friday – 7.30pm
Saturday – 10.00am (depends on availability)
Sunday – 10.00am (depends on availability)

AMERICAN WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION
Mon 1.00pm

KAMPONG KEMBANGAN CC, 5 Lengkong Tiga
Mon, Thurs 7.00pm

NUS SPORTS & RECREATION CENTRE, Kent Ridge 
Crescent, MPSH 4. Mon, Thu 7.00pm 

NUSS The Graduate Club, 1F Cluny Road.
Every Wed 7.30pm at Bukit Timah Guild House 
Please contact Dr Siak at 9376 8816 to register in advance.

SINGAPORE ISLAND COUNTRY CLUB, 240 Sime Road 
Bridge @ The Niblick. 
Mon & Thurs 7.30pm. Wed 1.00pm

SINGAPORE JAPAN CLUB BRIDGE LEAGUE, 120 Adam 
Road. Tues 9.00 am

TANGLIN CLUB, 5 Stevens Road.
Mon, Wed & Fri at 1pm

SINGAPORE CRICKET CLUB, Connaught Drive.
Mon & Thurs at 7.00pm

S
C
B
A
 
C
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m
m
i
t
t
e
e
 
+
 
S
t
a
f
f

Kelvin Ong 96616828 president@scba.org.sg
President kelvin@scba.org.sg

Steve Robinson 63568540 secretary@scba.org.sg
Honorary Secretary

Soh Siew Luie 97268415 treasurer@scba.org.sg
Honorary Treasurer

Ang Shen Ting 63568540 competition@scba.org.sg
Competition Secretary

Heng Aik Koan 96183785 aikkoan@ gmail.com
Assistant Treasurer

Tan Yoke Lan 98358384 tanyokelan1948@gmail.com
Assistant Competition
Secretary

Fabian Tan 96430418 fabian@scba.org.sg
Committee Member

Rajendra 91450963  raj@scba.org.sg
Committee Member

Vera 91767440  vera@scba.org.sg
Committee Member

Amy Starling  88761406 amy@scba.org.sg
Committee Member

Ke Jia                   63568540                   kejia@scba.org.sg
Committee Member

Gerald Cheo 63568540 geraldcheo@scba.org.sg
Club Manager

D
i
r
e
c
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or
 
R
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st
er

Gerald Tan

Jane Choo

Derrick Heng

Wong Chee Wai

Franciska Ho

Greta Chai

Ang Shen Ting

Tan Wen Yuan

Joseph Kang

Koh Luwen

Kenneth Chan

Peter Haw

Gan Wei Kang

Yeo Hui Teng

Antoine Wong

Siew Kheng Hun

Koh Han Wei

Kwok Jun Kiat





th20  HCL
INTERNATIONAL

BRIDGE
CHAMPIONSHIP

20Celebrating Years

P R I Z E M O N E Y 

`26 Million 
(USD 310,000)

October 31 - November 6, 2023

The Leela Ambience 
Convention Hotel, Delhi

1, CBD, Maharaja Surajmal Marg,
(Near YAMUNA SPORTS COMPLEX), 

Vishwas Nagar Extension, DELHI – 110032 

www.hcl-bridge.com

Contact: Gaurav Sharma
Ph: +91 81309 90990



About HCL International Bridge Championship

Bridge is a strategy game that teaches one to be of a tougher mindset, to use 

one's intellect to maximum capacity, communicate powerfully and to pursue 

victory diligently. It is these qualities that makes bridge a perfect fit for HCL.

HCL has been strongly supporting the game in India since 2003 through the 

HCL International Bridge Championship held every year in New Delhi, India. 

The Championship is the premier bridge tournament in the country and the 

biggest In terms of the prize money and participation levels. The last 

championship in 2022 had a prize purse of Rs. 22 million. The previous 

editions of the tournament have witnessed participation by over 1000 

players from 185 teams. International teams having players from USA, 

Poland, Italy, Bulgaria, Russia, Netherlands, Israel, Sweden, Iceland, South 

Africa, UK, Australia, New Zealand, Croatia, Denmark, Romania, Japan, 

Thailand,  Jordan, Sri Lanka & Bangladesh have participated in the last few 

editions of the Championship. 

thThe 20  HCL International Bridge Championship will be held from October 31 
thto 6  November 2023 at the Leela Ambience Convention Hotel. The total 

prize money has been increased this year by approximately 18% to Rs. 26 

Million (USD 310,000), one of the highest across any Bridge tournament 

worldwide. The Championship will have three main events:

Ÿ Team of Four Gold- Winners will be awarded the 'Naresh Tandan Trophy’

Ÿ Team of Four Sliver- Winners will be awarded the 'Mohlni Tandan Trophy’

Ÿ Open Pairs- Winners will be awarded the 'Neena Bonarji Trophy’

Ÿ thBeing the 20  edition, there will be an special ProAm event on the last day 

of the tournament (6th Nov 23) in which Amateur player will partner a 

Professional player. The ProAm event will have a maximum of 36 

pairs.Further details will be provided shortly to interested players. Those 

interested in ProAm event may please contact Mr. Sandeep Thakral on 

+91-9910034918.



THE PROGRAM

Tuesday, October 31, 2023
Time in Hour Activity

Note: There will be 2 parallel team events in Gold & Silver category.. 
See the criteria for Silver category participation in the 

“Notes for Participants”. 

TEAM OF FOUR GOLD / SILVER EVENT – SWISS LEAGUE 
(5 Rounds of 10 Boards each)

Director's Announcements & Display of Draw for Team of Four Events

Round 1 

Round 2

Lunch Break

Round 3

Round 4

Tea Break

Round 5

1000 – 1015

1020 – 1145

1205 – 1330

1330 – 1430

1430 – 1555

1615 – 1740

1740 – 1810

1810 – 1935

Wednesday, November 1, 2023
Time in Hour Activity

TEAM OF FOUR GOLD & SILVER EVENTS – SWISS LEAGUE 

Continues (5 Rounds of 10 Boards each)

Round 6

Round 7

Lunch Break

Round 8

Round 9

Tea Break

Round 10

Captain's meet for the Top 16 qualifying teams of the GOLD &

SILVER event for Pre-QF knock out

1000 – 1125

1145 – 1310

1310 – 1410

1410 – 1535

1555 – 1720

1720 – 1750

1750 – 1915

1930 - 2000

31
OCT

1
NOV

Thursday, November 2, 2023
Time in Hour Activity

TEAM OF FOUR GOLD & SILVER – KO PRE-QUARTER FINALS
(4*14 boards) 

Session 1

Session 2

Lunch Break

Session 3

Tea Break

Session 4

1000 – 1200

1215 – 1415

1415 – 1515

1515 – 1715

1715 – 1745

1745 – 1945

OPEN MP PAIRS – ELIMINATION 1 (3 Sessions of 18 Boards each)

Session 1

Lunch Break

Session 2

Tea Break

Session 3

Cocktails & Dinner (Hosted by HCL)

Draw of Lots for ProAm Tournament

1030 – 1300

1300 – 1400

1400 – 1630

1630 – 1700

1700 – 1930

2
NOV

1930 Onwards

2015 – 2045



Time in Hour Activity

TEAM OF FOUR GOLD & SILVER – KO Quarter Finals (4*14 boards) 

Session 1

Session 2

Lunch Break

Session 3

Tea Break

Session 4

1000 – 1200

1215 – 1415

1415 – 1515

1515 – 1715

1715 – 1745

1745 – 1945

Friday, November 3, 2023

OPEN MP PAIRS – ELIMINATION 2 (3 Sessions of 18 Boards each)

Session 1

Lunch Break

Session 2

Tea Break

Session 3

1030 – 1300

1300 – 1400

1400 – 1630

1630 – 1700

1700 – 1930

MP PAIRS  STRATA II (2 Sessions of 24 Boards each)

Session 1

Lunch Break

Session 2

1100 – 1415

1415 – 1515

1515 – 1830

3
NOV

Saturday, November 4, 2023

Time in Hour Activity

TEAM OF FOUR GOLD & SILVER – KO Semi Finals (4*14 boards) 

Session 1

Session 2

Lunch Break

Session 3

Tea Break

Session 4

1000 – 1200

1215 – 1415

1415 – 1515

1515 – 1715

1715 – 1745

1745 – 1945

1030 – 1300

1300 – 1400

1400 – 1630

1630 – 1700

1700 – 1930

OPEN MP PAIRS – ELIMINATION 3 and IMP PAIRS - ELIMINATION

(3 Sessions of 18 Boards each)

Session 1

Lunch Break

Session 2

Tea Break

Session 3

4
NOV



Sunday, November 5, 2023

Time in Hour Activity

TEAM OF FOUR GOLD & SILVER – Finals & Play-Off (4*14 boards) 

Session 1

Session 2

Lunch Break

Session 3

Session 4

0900 – 1100

1115 – 1315

1315 – 1400

1400 – 1600

1615 – 1815

OPEN MP PAIRS– FINAL  (GOLD & SILVER) – Barometer Scoring

Session 1

Lunch Break

Session 2

0930 – 1300

1300 – 1400

1400 – 1745

IMP PAIRS – FINAL (2 Sessions of 24 Boards each)

Session 1

Lunch Break

Session 2

1000 – 1330

1330 – 1430

1430 – 1745

IMP PAIRS STRATA – II (2 Sessions of 22 Boards each)

Session 1

Lunch Break

Session 2

Prize Distribution & Closing Ceremony

1030 – 1330

1330 – 1430

1430 – 1730

1830 

5
NOV

Monday, November 6, 2023

Time in Hour Activity

Pro-Am Pairs Tournament (IMP Scoring) – Max 54 Boards

Session 1 (28 Boards)

Lunch Break

Session 2 (26 Boards)

Prize Distribution 

0930 – 1315

1315 – 1400

1400 – 1730

1800 

6
NOV



Event wise break-up of the total prize money:

PRIZE MONEY

Rank Gold Silver
Open Pairs

Silver
IMP PairsRank

Open Pairs
Gold

MP Pairs
STRATA-II

IMP Pairs
STRATA-II

1st

2nd

44,00,000

24,00,000

16,00,000

9,60,000

2,00,000 2,00,000 80,000 80,000 6,00,000

1,50,000 1,50,000 50,000 50,000 4,00,000

3rd

4th

12,50,000

9,00,000

4,80,000

3,60,000

1,20,000 1,20,000 36,000 36,000 3,00,000

80,000 80,000 24,000 24,000 1,80,000

5th to 8th

9th to 16th

4,50,000

1,80,000

1,80,000

72,000

60,000 60,000 18,000 18,000 1,40,000

40,000 40,000 12,000 12,000 1,00,000

17th to 20th 60,000 25,000 30,000 30,000 10,000 10,000 80,000

20,000 20,000 8,000 8,000 60,000

Total 1,24,30,000 47,96,000

1st

2nd

3rd

4th

5th

6th

7th

8th

9th

10th

11th

12th

13th to 16th

Pairs Elim-
1 & 2 (1st)

Pairs Elim-
1 & 2 (2nd)

Best Mixed &
Best Ladies

Pair - 1st

Best Mixed &
Best Ladies
Pair - 2nd

12,80,000

8,40,000

6,40,000

4,80,000

3,20,000

2,50,000

2,00,000

1,50,000

1,00,000

90,000

75,000

60,000

50,000

20,000

13,500

20,000

15,000

48,22,000 7,25,000 7,25,000

15,000 15,000 7,000 7,000 50,000 

30,000

10,000 10,000 6,000 6,000 40,000 

2,51,000 2,51,000 20,00,000

Grand Total 2,60,00,000

ProAm IMP
Pairs Event

20,000

All figures are in Indian Rupees.

Note 1 – For international players, the final prize money will be converted as per the prevailing foreign 

exchange rates of the day. TDS will be deducted as per the prevailing Indian Income Tax rules

Note 2 – There are two prizes each for Best mixed and Ladies pairs in open MP Pairs event. For 

winning this prize pairs must reach Open MP Pairs final or 3rd elimination of MP Pair event.

Team Entry – 

Ÿ Team of Four Gold – Rs. 10,000 for 4 member team and Rs. 2000 for additional member

Ÿ Team of Four Silver – Rs. 8,000 for 4 member team and Rs. 1,500 for additional member

Note: In the Team of Four Gold and Silver events, the 16 teams qualified to play the KO stage will pay 
additional Rs. 3,000 per team.

Ÿ Open MP Pairs – Rs. 4,000 per pair

Ÿ Open MP Pairs STRATA II – No entry fee for this event. Non qualifiers from Match Point Pairs 

elimination-1 round can only participate in this event. 

Ÿ IMP Pairs – Rs. 2,500 per Pair

Ÿ IMP Pairs Strata II – No entry fee for this event. Non qualifiers from IMP Pairs elimination round can 

only participate in this event.

Note: There will be a 50% concession on entry fee for a Team / Pair consisting of all under-30 players. 

ENTRY FEE

TEAM EVENTS PAIR EVENTS SPECIAL 
EVENT



IMPORTANT NOTES FOR THE PARTICIPANTS

Ÿ In SILVER event, a team can have only one “National Master or above level player”, who 
will be treated as the team mentor.  All other players should be below the rank of “National 
Master”. In case, a team is found to have more than one player above “National Master” 
level, the team will get scratched from Silver event.

Ÿ All foreign teams will participate in the GOLD event only, unless tournament committee 
gives them special permission to participate in “SILVER” category. 

Ÿ thThe MPs to be considered for participation in the Silver event will be as on 15  Oct 2023.

Ÿ The TOP 26 pairs from Elimination-3 round of MP Pairs will qualify for MP Pairs GOLD final, 
whereas pairs ranked 27-52 will play in the MP Pairs SILVER final. The rest of the 
Elimination-3 qualifiers will be seeded to the IMP Pairs final.

Ÿ The Match Point Pairs STRATA – II is only for those non qualifiers, who could not qualify to 
the elim-2 round of the MP Pairs event. Similarly the IMP Pairs STRATA – II is only for those 
non-qualifiers, who have paid entry of IMP Pairs but could not qualify to the IMP Pairs Final. 
Any non-qualifier not interested to play the STRATA-II event is kindly requested to inform 
the same to TC Pant through WhatsApp (Mob: 9811094407) or personally at the venue.

Ÿ Registration for all events will only be done online. The Registration will be completed only 
once the payment of entry fee is made online through the payment gateway on the 
registration page.

Ÿ No entry for team event will be accepted after the stipulated closing time of 2000 hrs on 
Sunday, October 29, 2023.  

All teams are advised to register their entries in advance on website. The following persons can 
be contacted for any clarification:

T.C.Pant - +91 9811094407 tcpant@hotmail.com  Tel:   Email: 

Sandeep Thakral – +91 9910034918 sthakral@technalyse.com Tel:   Email:  

Srinivasan Iyengar - +91 9974164676 cardpacker@gmail.com Tel:   Email:  

Ÿ Closing time for entries of MP Pairs is 1430 hrs on Wednesday, November 1, 2023. 

Ÿ Closing time for entries of IMP Pairs is 2030 hrs on Friday, November 3, 2023. 

Ÿ Sponsor will have a quota of 2 Pairs, directly seeded to the MP Pairs GOLD Final.

Ÿ Participating players are required to take their seats as per the program; failure to do so 
will result in penalty. 

Ÿ Displaying of properly filled convention cards at the table is compulsory. Copies of blank 
Convention cards will be made available at the venue. 

Ÿ Players will be provided Lunch at the venue. Tea /coffee and snacks during scheduled tea 
breaks, will also be provided. 

Ÿ Players are requested not to bring Tea/Coffee/Cold drinks/Lunch inside the playing arena. 

Ÿ Please visit the Tournament web site www.hcl-bridge.com for accommodation details in 
nearby hotels and their contacts. Details will be updated around 1st August 2023.

Ÿ The applicable Supplementary Conditions of Contest (SCoC) will be published on the 
tournament web site www.hcl-bridge.com by 15th August 2023.

Ÿ Tournament will follow the WBF - 2017 Laws of Duplicate Bridge. 

Ÿ The organizing committee has the right to change the tournament schedule and format, if 
deemed necessary.

Ÿ All prize money will be credited to the winner bank accounts within 15-20 days of the final 
day of the tournament. 



www.hcl-bridge.com

Chairperson - Mrs. Kiran Nadar 

Co-Chairman – Dr. Sutanu Behuria (President, BFI)

Organizing Secretary – Sandeep Thakral

Head of Operations - T C Pant

Marketing, Admin & Finance  – Rajat Chandolia, Rakesh Kalra, S.S. Mishra & their teams

Organizing Committee

ORGANIZING MEMBERS

Head TD – Laurie Kelso (Head TD, WBF)

Joint CTD – M.B.V. Subrahmanyam, Pranab (Ranju) Bhattacharya

TDs: – VK Sharma, Sanjay Chakraborty, Gora Roy Choudhary, 
Narasinga Rao, K.S. Swaminathan, Daxindas, Sathish Kumar

TOURNAMENT DIRECTORS

In-charge - T.C. Pant

Bulletin – Dr. Prakash Paranjape & Bhola Nath Das

Website – Sandeep Thakral & HCL Team

Bridgemates & Scoring  – Srinivasan Iyengar &  Kaustubh Deodhar

Dealing - Chetan Raval, SRC Sekar and Team

BBO Vu-Graph - Pramod Samant & Team  

TECHNICAL MANAGEMENT

20Celebrating Years



SINGAPORE CONTRACT BRIDGE ASSOCIATION
 Local and Regional Calendar of Events 2023 (caa 29 Aug 2023)

Month Date Event Venue

JAN 2 New Year Charity Pairs SCBA

15 H S Ho Match 1 SCBA

30 Hongbao Pairs SCBA

FEB 11, 12, 18, 19 Mixed/Youth Trials (U25, U20, Girls) SCBA

25, 26 Mixed/Youth Trials Reserve Week SCBA

MAR 4, 5, 11, 12 Open/Ladies/Seniors Trials SCBA

18, 19 Open/Ladies/Seniors Trials Reserve Week SCBA

19 H S Ho Match 2 SCBA

25 33rd Singapore National Bridge League Open House #1 SCBA

APR 2 H S Ho Match 3 SCBA

7-9 Easter Congress SCBA

15 33rd Singapore National Bridge League Open House #2 SCBA

23 H S Ho Match 4 SCBA

29, 30 Singapore Open Pairs SCBA

MAY 1 Labour Day Special Game SCBA

6 33rd Singapore National Bridge League Open House #3 SCBA

7 H S Ho Match 5 SCBA

13, 14 Singapore Open Teams Qualifying SCBA

20, 21 Singapore Open Teams Championship Finals / Finals B SCBA
27 National Youth Pairs SCBA

28 H S Ho Match 6 SCBA

JUN 2 Vesak Day Special Game SCBA

6, 7 National Schools Teams SCBA

11 H S Ho Match 7 SCBA

9-18 APBF Championships Hong Kong

24 33rd Singapore National Bridge League Open House #4 SCBA

25 H S Ho Match 8 SCBA

29 Hari Raya Haji Special Game SCBA

JUL 8 Singapore Mixed Pairs SCBA

15, 16 H S Ho Finals SCBA

21-23 Pesta Sukan Congress SCBA

29 33rd Singapore National Bridge League Open House #5 SCBA

31-7 Aug World Youth Bridge Team Championships Veldhoven, NL

AUG 9 National Day Special Game SCBA

19 33rd Singapore National Bridge League Open House #6 SCBA

20-3 Sep World Bridge Team Championships Marrakech, MA

SEP 2 IMP Pairs SCBA

9 33rd Singapore National Bridge League Open House #7 SCBA

9, 10 Selangor Congress @ Royal Lake Club KL, MY

16 Matchpoint Teams SCBA

23-8 Oct Asian Games Hangzhou, CN

23 33rd Singapore National Bridge League Open House #8 SCBA

OCT 14 33rd Singapore National Bridge League Open House #9 SCBA

15 SCBA AGM (Election Year) SCBA

21,  22 Singapore Mixed Teams SCBA

28 Double 8 Pairs SCBA

NOV 4, 5 H S Ho Preliminary SCBA

13 Deepavali Special Game SCBA

18, 19 National Handicap Teams Championship SCBA
DEC 11-15 South East Asia Bridge Championships Singapore

18 Christmas Pairs SCBA

25 Christmas Day Special Game SCBA



Singapore Contract Bridge Association

Bridge Equiptment For Sale
-  With effective from 01 May 2023

Preowned Items For Sale Qty Total in SGD

1 Bridge Cards 1 deck of 52 cards 1.00

2 Bridge Board in a set of 24 pieces with 24 deck of preowned cards 1 set of 24 boards with cards 96.00

3 Bridge Board in a set of 32 pieces with 32 deck of preowned cards 1 set of 32 boards with cards 128.00

Brand New Items For Sale

1 Bridge Cards 1 deck of 52 cards 3.00

2 Individual Bridge Board without sticker number 1 Board 10.00

3 Bridge Board in set of 24 pieces with 24 deck brand new cards 1 set of 24 boards with cards 240.00

4 Bridge Board in set of 32 pieces with 32 deck of brand new cards 1 set of 32 boards with cards 320.00

5 Bidding Cards with Box Set of 4 boxes 50.00

6 Sticker Number for Bridge Board 1 pcs from No 1 to 16 5.00

7 Sticker Number for Bridge Board 1 pcs from No 16 to 32 5.00

8 SCBA Official Pens 1 Pen 1.00
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